ADVENTURES OF
HUCKLEBERRY
FINN
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Mark Twain was a renowned American author and humorist. He is a global name due to his novels, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and its sequel, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The latter is often called ‘the Great American Novel’.
Sameul L. Clemens who wrote under the pen name of Mark Twain, was born on November 30, 1835, in Florida, Missouri. He was the sixth child of John and Jane Clemens. Mark twain had authoured several novels, including two major classics of American literature, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. He was also a riverboat pilot, journalist, lecturer, entrepreneur and inventor. He became a national treasure due to his timeless compositions.


Huckleberry Finn was a young boy who lived with widow Douglas, a wealthy, middle-aged lady. He is the same boy from ‘The Adventures of Tom Sawyer’ where Huckleberry Finn and Tom had found a treasure and had got twenty thousand dollars as a share. Tom and Huckleberry Finn had saved Widow Douglas and she had adopted Huckleberry Finn. She lived with her sister, the self-righteous Miss Watson.
Huck, instead of being happy due to his new life was miserable. He disliked his new life of cleanliness, manners, church, and school. But he was painfully tolerating all this as Tom Sawyer had promised him that he could be a part of his new robber’s gang only if he promised to stay with the widow and be respectable.
Time passed and Huck was getting used to the widow’s ways. He was getting used to living in a house and sleeping on a bed. Though he liked the old ways best, but he had begun liking the new ways too, though slowly. Widow Douglas was satisfied the way Huck was coming up.
Everything was fine until one fateful day. One morning, as Finn climbed over the fence of his house, he noticed some footprints on the snow. They had come up from the quarry and stood around the stile a while, and then went on around the garden fence. As he looked closely, he noticed that within one footprint there was the shape of two nails crossed, to ward off the devil. A chill ran down his spine. He knew Pap was back!
Huck was up in a second and was running down the hill. He reached Judge Thatcher s
house as quickly as he could. Judge thatcher was very surprised to see him like this	
He said, ‘Why, my boy, you are all out of breath. What is the matter? Have you come to take your money?’
‘I don’t want any money at all! I want you to take it; 
I want to give it to you—the six thousand and all.’
Judge Thatcher was surprised. He couldn’t make out what he had heard.
He said, ‘What can you mean, my boy? What is the matter with you?’
‘Don’t you ask me any questions about it, please. You’ll take it, won’t you? Then I won`t have to tell lies.’
‘All right, as you say and here is a dollar for you,’ he said.
After this, Huck returned happily knowing that his money was in safe hands. When he returned to his room that evening, he saw Pap there. He stared at Finn with red, bloodshot eyes and hissed, ‘Where is your money, boy? I know you are rich!’
‘I don’t have any money,’ Finn replied. But he searched Finn and took hold of the dollar Finn had and left.
One spring morning, Pap looked for Huck, caught him, and took him up the river about three miles in a skiff, and locked him in an old log hut. He never got a chance to run off. They lived in that old cabin, and Pap always kept the door locked. He had a gun which he had stolen, and they did fishing and hunted, and that was what they lived on. Every little while he locked Huck in and went down to the store, three
miles, to the ferry, and traded fish for whisky
 and got drunk.
It was a life full of laziness, smoking and fishing, and a life with no books. More than two months passed. Huck didn’t want to go back any more. By and by Pap started going away too much, sometimes for days together, locking him in. It was dreadful and lonesome. Huck was scared.
One day, he made up his mind to escape. He tried to get out of that cabin many times, but couldn’t find a way. But this time he had found something an old rusty wood-saw without any handle. He greased it up and went to work. Soon, he sawed a hole big enough for him to escape through the wall. He escaped through the hole. He took a sack of corn meal, bacon, coffee and sugar, and then the whisky-jug. He
a/
also took a tin cup, and his old saw and two blankets, and the frying pan and the coffee-pot.
Then he took the gun and went into the woods. There he shot a pig and hacked it`s throat, and laid him down on the ground to bleed. Then he dragged it to the door and through the
Woods down to the river and dumped it in, and down it sunk, out of sight. Well last he pulled out some of his hair, and stuck it on the back side of the blooded axe.

Then he arranged the cottage in such a way that it seemed  that some robbers had robbed the













cottage and killed Finn. At night, he dropped the canoe down the river and waited for the moon to rise. He took some food, and decided to go to Jackson’s Island and hide there. This was because he knew that island pretty well, and nobody ever came there.
Huck was sure that nobody would find him in Jackson’s Island. He made a kind of & tent out of his blankets to put his things under so the rain couldn’t get at them. He caught a catfish and started his camp fire and had supper.  But overall he felt lonely.
This went on for three days and nights. But the next day Huck went exploring through the island. He found plenty of strawberries, ripe and prime and a campfire! Someone else was there on the island as well.
Next day, Huck grabbed his gun as soon as day broke, and walked towards the campfire that he had seen the previous night. When he reached there he saw a man lying on the ground. It was Miss Watson’s slave, Jim!
‘Hello, Jim!’ Huck said.
At this, the man bounced up and stared at him wildly. Then he dropped down on his knees, and put his hands together and said, ‘Don’t hurt me...don’t! I haven’t ever hurt a ghost. I have always liked dead people, and done all I could do for them.’
Huck soon learnt that the night he had faked his murder, Jim had run away the very
same night because Miss Watson had planned to sell him. Huck also found out that everyone thought that it was Jim who had killed him.
We must leave the island immediately. People are planning to come here suspecting that you are on the island,’ Huck told him.
Jim and Huck sailed in a raft for many days passing many cities and unknown lands until they were separated.
After much effort, Huck found out that a farmer called Silas Phelps had recognized Jim and had held him a captive.
Finn decided to free Jim from slavery but how he did not know.
At last he had an idea. He got a piece of paper and a pencil and sat down and wrote:
‘Miss Watson, your runaway slave Jim is down here two miles below Pikesville. Mr. Phelps has got him and he will give him up for the reward if you send.’
Huck felt good that for the first time he had done something to get Jim freed from slavery. He hid his raft and started to where the Phelps lived.
Phelps owned a cotton plantation. It was surrounded by a thick fence. Huck went around and climbed over the back stile and started for the kitchen.
Just then, a white woman came running from the house. She was about forty-five or fifty year old. She was smiling all over and at last she said, ‘It’s YOU, at last! AIN’T it?’
Yes ma`am, said Huck without thinking.
She grabbed him and hugged me tight and started crying, ‘Don’t call me ma’am, I’m your Aunt Sally. I’m so glad to see you! Children, it’s your cousin Tom!’
Mr. Phelps too didn’t recognize Finn. The Phelps were actually Tom’s aunt and uncle! Finn thought it was wise not to reveal his true identity.
A little later, as he was walking towards the
village to fetch his luggage, he met Tom, who was on the way to his aunt, Mrs. Phelps’ house, Finn told him how he had faked his own death; how he had met Jim and how he was in a fix at that moment.
After hearing all that Finn had to say, Tom said, ‘Take my luggage and keep posing as Tom Sawyer. I will come as your younger brother, Sid Sawyer and help you rescue Jim.’
And then all went as planned. Tom did arrive at Phelps’ house and successfully posed as Sid Sawyer. That night when Huck and Tom had climbed down the window and were secretly travelling towards the town, Tom said, ‘Jim is in that hut near the slave quarters. When we were at dinner, didn’t you see a slave go in there with some food?’
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‘Well, the slave unlocked the padlock when he went in, and he locked it again when he came out. He fetched uncle a key about the time we

got up from table—same key, I bet. Jim`s work your mind, and think of a plan to steal Jim, and I will think of one,too and we’ll take the one we like the best.’prisoner. Now you

‘Can't we steal the keys when the old man sleeps and then we would escape with Jim in the canoe and then the raft?’ asked Huck.
‘We will dig him out,’ Tom said decidedly.
In the morning, Huck and Tom were up early. They went down to the slave cabins to pet the dogs and make friends with the slave who fed Jim. The slaves were just getting through breakfast and starting for the fields. Jim’s slave was piling up a tin pan with bread and meat and things. They persuaded him to take them along to which he agreed.
The moment they entered the hut, Jim
f recognized them. They signalled him to be quiet, and pretended not to know him. Jim’s slave went out to fetch something and at that moment, Tom whispered to Jim, ‘Don’t ever tell anyone that you know us. And if you hear any digging going on in the nights, it’s us; we’re
»
going to set you free.’
Jim squeezed our hands and we left the hut.
A hole was soon dug. Then, clever Tom had
a fantastic idea.
He wrote anonymous letters, with skulls and crossbones on them to scare the Phelps. The letters told them that some bandits were

out to steal their slave. The letters said, ‘Beware. Trouble is brewing. Keep a sharp lookout.
—UNKNOWN FRIEND’

It turned out that on the very night were going to carry out the plan, the Phelps had called for help. More than fifteen armed far sat in the house, waiting for the robbers. Luckily
Tom and Finn managed to sneak Jim out from his prison. However, while trying to escape Tom’s breeches got stuck in the barbed fence.
The next moment, there was firing but, somehow, they escaped and reached the raft.
Once, they were on the raft, Tom revealed, ‘I
am shot.’
‘Here they are! They’re running towards the river! After them, boys, and turn the dogs loose!’
They could hear them and when they got pretty close to them, they dodged into the bush. They ran through the bushes to where their
canoe was tied, and hopped in and pulled for dear life towards the middle of the river. Then they headed for the island where Huck’s raft was. They could hear them yelling up and down the bank. And when we stepped on to the raft Huck said, ‘NOW, old Jim, you’re a free man again, and I bet you won’t ever be a slave.’
We were all as glad as we could be, but Tom was the gladdest of all because he had a bullet in the calf of his leg. It was hurting him considerably, and bleeding. So we laid him and bandaged his leg. Jim and Huck decided to get a doctor from the village.
Instead of going along with Finn, the doctor asked him where Tom was and then sailed out in a canoe alone. At around the same time, Finn met farmer Phelps in the town who took him back to the farm.
A day later, an unconscious Tom and a shackled Jim arrived at Mr. Phelps’ residence with the doctor.
Mrs. Phelps flung herself at Tom, crying, and saying, ‘Oh, he’s dead, he’s dead, I know he’s dead!’
When Tom turned his head a little, and muttered something, she flung up her hands, saying, ‘He’s alive, thank God! And that’s enough!’
She kissed him, and flew into the house to get the bed ready. Huck followed the men to see what they were going to do with Jim. The men cursed Jim but Jim never said anything and he never let anyone know that he knew them. They took him to the same cabin, put his own clothes on him, and chained him again. This time they chained him to a big staple, drove into the bottom log, and chained his hands, too They said he was to have nothing but bread and water to eat till his owner come, or he was sold at auction.
At this, the old doctor came and said, ‘Don’t be so rough on him, because he isn’t a bad slave. When I found the boy I couldn’t cut the bullet out without some help, and he was in no condition for me to go and get help. When I called for help Jim came out from somewhere and offered help. Of course I judged he must be a runaway slave, and there I WAS! At the same time, he was a wonderful help and nurse, yet he was risking his freedom to do it.’
When Tom gained consciousness and inquired about Jim, Finn told him everything.
‘They have no RIGHT to lock him up! He’s FREE! Turn him loose! He isn’t a slave; he’s as free as any creature that walks this earth! Old Miss Watson died two months ago, and she has set him free in her will,’ Tom shouted.
‘Then why on earth did YOU want to set him free for, seeing he was already free?’
‘Well, I wanted the ADVENTURE of it and goodness alive...it’s AUNT POLLY!’
Aunt Sally jumped for her sister, and cried over her. Aunt Polly shook herself loose and stood there looking across at Tom over her spectacles—kind of grinding him into the earth.
And then she said, ‘Yes, you BETTER turn your head away; I would if I was you, Tom.
‘Oh, dear me!’ said Aunt Sally. ‘IS he changed so? Why, that isn’t TOM, its Sid! Tom’s—Tom’s—why, where is Tom? He was here a minute ago.’
You mean where Huck FINN is—that's what you mean! I suppose I haven’t raised such A rogue as my tom all these years not to know him "when I SEE him. Come out from under that bed. Huck Finn.’
So he did
Aunt Sally was very confused. Aunt Polly told all about the two boys. Aunt Polly also

said that loin "as right about old Miss Watson setting Jun tree m her will. And so, Tom Sawyer had taken all that trouble to set a free slave free!
Later. Jim told me that Pap was dead and mv money was safe. Immediately, Tom started

planning our next adventure and I also decided to join him.
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1. With whom did Huckleberry live?
2. Did he like his new life? Give reasons for your answer.
3. Name the boy who always accompanied Huck.
4. How did Huck know that Pap was back?
5. How did Huck escape from Pap’s cottage?
6. Whom did Huck meet on the Jackson Island?
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]How did Tom and Huck free Jim from the Phelps?
8. How did Tom get the gun shot?
9. Give two words to describe Huck.
10. What do you like best about the character of Huck?
