THE THREE
MUSKETEERS
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Alexandre Dumas was born on July 24, 1802 in village of Villers-Cotterets, just outside Paris, the French capital. He was the third child of Marie Louise Labourer daughter of an inn keeper, and Thomas Alexandre Davy la Pailleterie, a military General under Napoleon. Dumas's father died when he was four years old, leaving the family nearly penniless. Dumas was not a very good student, but his handwriting was exceptionally beautiful. So he studied towards becoming a notary (a public officer who witnesses the signing of important documents and makes them official). It was then that Alexander began writing musical 1 comedies and then historical plays though in collaboration with a poet friend named Adolphe de Leuven.
By 1851 he had written alone, or in collaboration with others, more than twenty plays. He also began writing fiction at that time; first short stories and then novels. In collaboration with Auguste Maquet he wrote The Three Musketeers in 1844, Twenty Years After in 1845, and The Count of Monte Cristo in 1846. At least a thousand works were published under his own name. They were all due to his hard work and amazing imagination. Dumas's works were received with enthusiasm by his loyal readers, and he earned a lot of money as a result of this.
Alexandre Dumas died on December 5, 1870 at his son's villa in France. He now rests in the Pantheon in Paris, among other such notable French literary personalities as mile Zola, Victor Hugo, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and Francois-Marie Arouet Voltaire.
A young Gascon named D’Artagnan, stood with his yellow coloured steed, outside Jolly Miller’s inn in the town of Meung.
He carried a letter of introduction to Monsieur de Treville, head of the King's Musketeers. As he alighted from his horse, he overheard a gentleman and two persons mocking his horse.
‘I,’ cried D’Artagnan furiously, ‘will allow no man to make fun of me!’
D’Artagnan frantically lunged at him. The stranger, who wore a patch over his left eye, drew his sword. His two auditors too fell upon D’Artagnan with sticks and tongs. D’Artagnan’s sword fell, broken in two pieces by the blow of a stick. Another blow to his forehead made him bleed and he fainted.
The host, then led him into the kitchen, and gave first-aid. When D’Artagnan recovered his senses, he saw the gentleman talking to a beautiful woman in a carriage whom he called ‘Milady,’ and saw them riding off.
However, D’Artagnan wasn’t able to settle his score with the gentleman. As he went out, he checked his pockets and found nothing in them except some money.
‘My letter of recommendation!’ cried D’Artagnan, ‘Where is my letter? I warn you that it is for Monsieur de Treville.’
The host said, ‘The gentleman was checking your doublet. He must have stolen it.’
Determined to find the gentleman, D’Artagnan went towards Paris. Once there, he sold his horse and found a place to stay.
Next morning, D’Artagnan went to. Meet M. de Treville.
As D’Artagnan was led inside Treville`s office, he both trembled and blushed. Treville received D’Artagnan politely but asked him to wait. He then called aloud, ‘Athos! Porthos! Aramis!’
Immediately, two Musketeers entered the chamber. With blazing eyes M. de Treville told them how the Cardinal had said that they had been involved in a fight with his guards and had created a riot in a cabaret.
‘Well, my Captain,’ said Porthos, ‘the truth is that we were captured unfairly; two among us were killed and Athos seriously injured.’
At that instant, a noble and handsome man but frightfully pale entered. He was Athos. Soon everything was cleared up and Treville once again turned to D’Artagnan.
‘What can I do for you, son?’ he asked.
‘Monsieur,’ said D’Artagnan, ‘I want to be a Musketeer.’
Then, D’Artagnan related his adventure of Meung. D’Artagnan was declined a position with the musketeers. Treville, however, wrote a letter of recommendation for D’Artagnan to the Director of the Royal Academy to be admitted to Army to learn horsemanship, and swordsmanship.
Suddenly, D’Artagnan, sprang up, and rushed out crying, "He won’t escape me this time!"
He had seen the man from Meung. As D’Artagnan, furious, darted toward the stairs, he ran head against Athos striking his shoulder violently, making him howl. In no time,

D 'Artagnan had won himself a duel with Athos. Further due to his ill luck he had won a duel each with Aramis and Porthos as well. They even decided a venue for their duels. But fate had something else in store.
Before the duel could start, the Cardinal’s guards arrived to stop it. The Musketeers attacked the guards. D’Artagnan joined them. Together with the musketeers, D’Artagnan defeated the Cardinal’s guards. The musketeers were impressed with D'Artagnan's bravery. He was now the musketeer’s friend. Later, when King Louise heard of the defeat of the Cardinal’s guards and the bravery of the young Gascon, he called all four of them. Even Treville was pleased with the way the Cardinal was crushed.
‘You are brave,’ said the king to D’Artagnan and rewarded him with forty silver coins.
Henceforth, you will be place in the company of the  guards of monsieur dessessart.`
D`artagnan could not believe his luck and the muskeeters could not feel but be proud of their young friend. The next morning at the kings command, D artangnan was appointed as a cadet in monsiseur dessessart`s guards. Monsieur Treville promised to take him as his musketeer two years later.
Meanwhile, D’Artagnan had also found himself a small apartment to live in. There he met the ageing landlord’s young wife, Constance with whom he fell in love instantly. One day, Bonacieux, the landlord came to meet D’Artagnan and informed him that Constance had been kidnapped.
‘Please help me. My wife has been kidnapped Since she was the queen’s maid-in-waiting,1 kidnapping might have something to do with the queen’s affair with the Duke of Birmingham,’ pleaded the landlord. Or so the rumours say.’
‘Do you know the man who had abducted her?’ asked D’Artagnan.
‘Though he went away quickly but I did see him,’ said the landlord, Bonacieux.
To the young man’s surprise, the resemblance of the man whom his landlord described fitted perfectly with that of the man from Meung.
‘The man from Meung!’ said D'Artagnan.
No sooner had he said this that he saw the same man in the street below. At once, he dashed- down the stairs to capture the man and in his haste knocked Athos and Porthos as they were coming to meet D`artagnan.
He returned to his apartment half an hour later and told his friends about why he was in such haste. He also told them about the abduction of Constance.
The three musketeers also decided to find the secret behind the abduction of Constance.
Then, Athos said, ‘The Cardinal and the queen are enemies. Therefore, the Cardinal is surely behind this abduction.’
‘I would say that poor Constance has been caught up in a political struggle,’ commented Porthos.
They were talking thus, when the door flew up and Bonacieux ran in, scared.
‘Help me,’ he cried, ‘the Cardinal’s guards have come to arrest me.’
By now the guards too had come inside.
Seeing them, D’Artagnan said, ‘Come in gentleman, come in. We are all faithful servants of the Cardinal and the king.’
The next moment, Bonacieux was arrested and taken away. D’Artagnan told his friends that he lied because he could now find Constance.
Meanwhile, Constance had managed to escape and returned to her home. But here she fell into the hands of the cardinal’s spies and was rescued by D’Artagnan. She then went to inform the queen about her abduction. The queen at once hid her in a secret place known to her.
	Meanwhile, one day   D’Artagnan was walking
down the street when he saw Milady, whom he recognized as the beautiful lady he had seen at the inn in Meung. He overheard her instructing
I
the coachman to take her to Comte de Wardes’s house. At once, D’Artagnan send his servant to the Comte’s house and himself started to follow her. Soon, the coach stopped before the house of Comte de Wardes. By this time, D’Artagnan’s servant too had reached there. Milady’s maid Kitty mistook the young Gascon’s servant as the servant of the Comte and gave him a letter. He learnt that she liked the Comte. In no time, he found out where Milady lived and on one pretext
I
or the other started to visit her.

When Athos learnt about this, he warned D'Artagnan saying that she might be the  cardinal’s agent and that he should stay away from her. But D’Artagnan said that though he loved Madame Bonacieux but he could the charm of Milady.
Meanwhile, Kitty, Milady’s maid too had fallen in love with D’Artagnan. One day, when D’Artagnan had come quite early to meet Milady she wasn’t there.
So, Kitty came to him and said, ‘My mistress is the Cardinal’s agent. She does not love you and is also involved in Madame Bonacieux’s kidnapping. I heard her talking about the kidnapping to someone last evening.’
D’Artagnan was furious when he heard this. All his love for Milady evaporated and he waited anxiously for her return. It was sometime before
Milady came to her apartment. She was delighted to see D’Artagnan but the young Gascon paid no heed to her greeting and asked her about the kidnapping of Madame Bonacieux. Milady wasn’t perturbed. She calmly told him how the kidnapping had taken place. But D’Artagnan

Could no longer contain his anger and lunged at Milady with a dagger. A scuffle followed and in it Milady’s sleeve was ripped of revealing a I Fleur-de-Lis-the brand of a thief who had	
from the church.	


I ‘Oh Lord!’ gasped D’Artagnan. Then he 
remembered the story that Athos had once told him. D’Artagnan suddenly realized with horror that Milady was not a noble lady but a thief who was actually Athos’ wife. At once, he dashed off to Athos’ place. He went and told everything to Athos.	

‘Then, I had been unsuccessful in killing: her,’ said Athos thoughtfully. ‘D’Artagnan, listen to my words carefully.
Do not cross her way again. She will  now hunt you for you know her secret. You know  she is branded. She is dangerous
 and she is the Cardinal’s agent.
At once, D Artagnan understood and concentrated on his training to be a musketeer.
Meanwhile, a war had broken out between France and England. It was the greatest military expedition for the Cardinal. This expedition was important for him because if he could

defeat England, then he would have defeated and humiliated the Duke of Buckingham. If he could do so, the queen would then know that Buckingham was weak. D’Artagnan went with his company to La Rochelle. His friends, however, remained behind as they were to accompany the king to La Rochelle.
Meanwhile, determined to take revenge, Milady had followed D’Artagnan to La Rochelle. Once she sent two men, hired murderers, disguised as soldiers to kill D’Artagnan. But due to his quick thinking, D’Artagnan was saved. The next time, she sent him poisoned wine; the messenger said that it was sent by his friends. But the timely arrival of the king and D’Artagnan’s friends, who were the king’s guards, saved the young Gascon yet again as the bottle of wine got spilled. However, a soldier who had tasted some wine died.
Then, one evening, D’Artagnan and the three Musketeers accidentally met the Cardinal in an inn. The Cardinal invited them for dinner, and immediately afterwards, took their leave on the pretext of an official meeting in a room at the inn.
	
Athos grew suspicious about the Cardinal’s
' behaviour and followed him. He stood outside
the room where the Cardinal had had his
I
meeting. There he overheard his conversation with Milady.
‘Convey my message to the Duke,’ the
Cardinal told Milady. ‘He must immediately stop the war, or I will expose his affair with the queen.’
‘What if he still wants to go ahead with the
war, Your Highness?’ asked Milady.

‘Then, there is only one thing left to do said the Cardinal. ‘He must be assassinated must find a man who hates the duke so much that he would assassinate him.’
‘That shall be done,’ said Milady. ‘but I have enemies of my own.’
‘Who are they?’ asked the Cardinal.	

‘I want to avenge myself on D’Artagnan ; and I want Madame Bonacieux to be found,’ L said Milady with anger shining in her eyes. 
Hearing this, the Cardinal took out a paper, a quill and an ink. Athos heard the Cardinal  scribbling at the paper. Then, the Cardinal said, ‘Take this and you shall have no trouble. Leave for England immediately, a boat is waiting for you at the harbour. Farewell.’	

Athos had meanwhile quickly hid himself























in the next room just as the Cardinal came out descended the stairs and left the inn.
Meanwhile, Athos was furious by the time the Cardinal had left the inn. At once, he confronted Milady and turned the lock on the door. Milady was shocked to see him.

You are certainly a demon sent upon the earth. I thought that I had killed you but I was wrong. You have now returned as the cardinal`s spy`. Said athos.

‘What do you want?’ asked Milady in a  trembling voice.
‘I don’t care about the Duke, but if anything happened to D’Artagnan, you will die,’ Athos
warned Milady pointing his pistol at her. ‘Now give me the order that the Cardinal has given
you.’
	The order said, ‘Whatever the bearer of it
had done, it was in the Cardinal’s name’.


	Athos left the chamber without looking
back at Milady and met his friends and told the about his meeting with Milady. D’Artagnan trembled.
Meanwhile, Milady had reached England but she was immediately arrested. However in the course of a few days, she was able  to manipulate her captor, John Felton and provoked him against the Duke. Taken in by her false talks, John Felton set her free and swore to punish the Duke for his misdeeds. Her mission thus successfull, Milady returned to Pans. No sooner had she landed in Paris, when she heard that John Felton had killed the Duke of Birmingham.
Meanwhile, the musketeers had found out about the whereabouts of Constance and set upon rescuing her. However, by then Milady had already met Constance with the help of the Cardinal. She befriended Constance saying that she had brought a message from D’Artagnan. Innocent Constance believed her. Later at
dinner, she poisoned Constance’s wine and she died in great agony. By the time the Musketeers reached her, she was dead!
When D’Artagnan got over the shock of his beloved’s death, he swore revenge on Milady. They had learnt that it was Milady who had
'	I
murdered her. The Musketeers finally cornered

milady in a small cottage near a river. They were joined by a tall masked man whom Athos had 

brought along with him. Milady was shocked to see them but she was unable to escape them. They all rode to a river bank along with their captive-Milady. There, Athos and the musketeers charged Milady with the murders of Constance and the Duke of Birmingham, for attempting to murder D’Artagnan twice and of deceiving Athos into marriage, hiding the fact that she was branded.
You cannot prove the crime for which I was branded,’ cried Milady in desperation.
‘Yes, I can as I branded you,’ said the stranger, stepping forward and removing his mask.
Milady turned pale. The stranger was the Headsman of Lille.

He added, ‘She was a nun who befri my brother, a young priest and made him her accomplice in a theft at the church. They Were caught. But she got away by charming the jailOr but I had to brand my own brother. I hunted her down and branded her. She then ran away and married Comete de la Fere, Musketeer Athos, and left my brother. My brother went mad with grief and died.’
Her crimes were proved and Milady had nothing left to defend herself with. She was led outside the cottage and across the river and was executed. Three days later, the musketeers were in Paris. Immediately, D’Artagnan was charged with Milady’s murder and was arrested in the Cardinal’s name. However, he proved all that Milady had done and presented the letter that the Cardinal had given to Milady. The Cardinal was thus cornered and D’Artagnan

Wa safe.furthermore, the Cardinal promoted to a lieutenant’s post in the Musketeers. At last D’Artagnan’s dream to be a musketeer was fulfilled and his friends were delighted to have him.
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4. Let`s Recall
1. Name the three musketeers.
2. What had D` artagnan lost in meung?
3. Whom did the queen had affection for?
4. What was the secret of Milady?
5. How did Milady trick Constance?
6. How did Milady try to kill D’Artagnan?
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]How are Athos and Milady related?
8. Name the person who helped Milady escape and also killed the Duke of Birmingham.
9. Why was Milady branded? By whom?
10. Can you suggest another title for this story?


